
Southill Primary School 

 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES (SEND) 

INFORMATION REPORT 
 
Introduction 
 
Welcome to our SEND information report which is part of the Dorset Local Offer for  
Learners with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. All Governing Bodies of 
maintained schools have a legal duty to publish information on their website about the 
implementation of the Governing Body’s policy for pupils with SEND. The information 
published must be updated annually.  
 
At Southill Primary School we are committed to working together with all members of  
our school community. If you think your child may have SEND please speak to their class 
teacher in the first instance, via the school office on 01305 773144. 
 
The other people to contact this year for any enquiries are: 
Mrs Dawn Trimmer:  SENDCO 
Mr Paul Mason:  Headteacher 
Mr P Barrow:  SEND Governor 
 
If your child has been referred for any specialist appointments by outside agencies please 
inform the school as soon as possible; their class teacher or Mrs Trimmer – SENDCo. 
 
Core offer statement  
 
At Southill Primary School we are committed to the equal inclusion of all pupils in all areas of 
primary school life. Every child deserves a broad and balanced education. We have an 
inclusive culture in our school and we are responsive to the diversity of children’s 
backgrounds, interests, experience, knowledge and skills. We recognise the diverse and 
individual needs of all of our pupils and take into account the additional support required by 
those children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  
 
We value high quality teaching for all learners and monitor both teaching and learning in the 
school. For more information on our approach please speak to one of the teaching staff.  
 
Our School Improvement Plan is about improving learning for all. This includes continuing 
professional development for all our staff, including CPD opportunities available with other 
local schools. We aim to create a learning environment which is flexible enough to meet the 
needs of all members of our school community. We monitor progress of all learners and we 
continually assess to ensure that learning is taking place. Our whole school system for 
monitoring progress includes regular discussions about pupil progress amongst staff and 
governors and other professionals.  

We are a one form entry school and our children come from a wide range of communities 
across Weymouth, not just our catchment area. We are a school that is working hard to 
support children with SEN and we continue to develop our support for the vulnerable pupils 
in our care, in addition to supplementary transition arrangements from preschool settings to 
reception and from the end of KS2 to KS3, (secondary school settings).  



 
The Governing Body and Senior Leadership Team fully support SEN provision and provide 
additional funds to the SEN budget to support pupils.  
 
Staff and training  
 
All staff have been trained to help ASD (children who are on the Autistic Spectrum Disorder) 
to access their learning in an ASD friendly environment. 
 
We also have two qualified ELSAs who provide support on an ‘as and when’ basis for all 
pupils within our school; both of them attend appropriate training and updates when 
necessary. Both of our ELSAs have supervision meetings to ensure that they are up-to-date 
with any new initiatives. 
 
School Statistics (Autumn 2019) 
 
Number of children on the SEND register:   28 
Number of children with an Educational Health Care Plan: 7 
 
How do you know if children/young people need extra help and what should I do if I 
think my child/young person may have SEND?  
 
At Southill Primary School we are all committed to supporting all our children, regardless of 
what their special educational need or disability might be. The Government define a child as 
having Special Educational Needs if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for 
special educational provision to be made or has a significantly greater difficulty in learning 
than the majority of others the same age. 
 
Types of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities include: 

 General learning difficulties – children who’s learning progresses at a slower pace; 

 Speech and Language difficulties; 

 Behavioural difficulties; 

 Dyslexia (including reading, writing and spelling); 

 Dyspraxia (problems with motor skills, organisation; 

 Autism; 

 ADD(Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder); 

 Downs Syndrome; 

 Cerebral Palsy; 

 Other physical and medical needs. 
 
We aim for early identification of special educational needs and disabilities, so our 
assessment process begins as soon as a child starts our school. Early intervention takes 
place by:  
 

 Assessing Reception children’s on-entry data in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
and identifying any areas of concerns; 

 Initial assessments when a child transfers to our school and discussions with their 
previous school; 

 On-going formative assessments both during day to day activities and key points 
through-out the school year.  

 Pupil Progress reviews between the Headteacher, SENDCo and class teacher 
where, teachers are held accountable for the amount of progress the children in their 
class are making; 

 At the end of every term each teacher is responsible for evaluating the effectiveness 
of their teaching and learning they are providing for children with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities. 

 
Mrs Trimmer also meets with every class teacher once a term to analyse the progress of  



children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, evaluate the provision and if 
needed, help to set targets for future provision. If as a parent/carer you have concerns, or 
your child expresses concerns, please come and see your child’s teacher to arrange a time 
to discuss further, and/or ask to speak to Mrs Trimmer. 
 
 
How will the school support my child?  
 
At Southill Primary School we celebrate the fact that every child is unique. We understand 
that children learn and develop in different ways, and have different strengths and areas for 
improvement. Teachers and Teaching Assistants recognise this and use different teaching 
styles, resources and plan different levels of work in the classroom to cater for the various 
ways children learn. However, many children, at some time in their school life, need extra 
help.  
 
We offer the following support for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities:  
We aim for early identification of any Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, and this 
process starts from the first day children enter our school. If a child is attaining lower than 
age related expectations or progress is slower than expected/usual for the child, but it is felt 
that the child doesn’t have a SEND, then appropriate intervention is planned for and specific 
objectives are recorded on our ‘Intervention Overview’ documents. 
 
If we suspect a child might have SEND, then we talk to the people who know the child best – 
the child and their parent/carers. In that initial assessment meeting, the child, their parents 
and their class teacher are invited to share their opinions and discuss the child’s strengths 
and areas of difficulty. This forms the starting point for future support planning. 
 
We use the graduated approach detailed in the new Special Educational Needs and 
Disability Code of Practice 2014 of ‘assess, plan, do, review’.  
 
Following the first meeting, if it is agreed to be appropriate, a Child Centred Progress Plan 
(CCPP) will be created for your child if an outside agency has become involved. This 
contains two or three desired outcomes, which are specific, measurable, achievable and 
realistic, and outlines appropriate support or intervention programmes and who will be the 
responsible adult. These outcomes will be reviewed at least every term with the child, their 
parents, class teacher and by Mrs Trimmer.  
 
In class, each child’s teacher will be finding ways to support your child to achieve these 
outcomes, such as:  

 Changing the way activities are planned and delivered; 

 Matching activities to the ability/need of each child (differentiation); 

 Adapting learning materials such as equipment and activities to suit each child’s 
needs. 

 
If extra intervention and support is required, then your child will be supported by one of our 
skilled Teaching Assistants. They will work closely with the class teacher and a programme 
of planned intervention will be undertaken. This intervention will be recorded on our 
Intervention Overview document for the class and will be regularly reviewed. Class teachers 
will also discuss how you can be supporting your child at home.  
We track pupil progress through:  
 

 Every day formative assessments which track pupil progress against the Learning 
Objectives within the National Curriculum; 

 Analysing pupil progress data and setting appropriate targets; 

 Using National Curriculum testing; 

 Using test such as reading age and spelling age tests and the year 1 phonic check; 

 Gathering information from the child, parents, carers and professionals from other 
agencies. 

 



With the permission of parents we may seek additional advice from outside specialists such 
as health professionals, specialist teachers or educational psychologists who would:  
 

 Carry out further assessment of the child’s needs;  

 Provide advice to schools on how to best support the child;  

 Suggest resources that would help the child make progress.  
 

If your child has Special Educational Needs our SENDCO will:  

 Ensure the right support is put in place for each child;  

 Advise other Teachers and Teaching Assistants on how to help each child and 
ensure they have an up to date CCPP (if outside agencies are involved) detailing 
how their needs will be met in school; 

 Arrange training for staff, if required, so they understand each child’s needs;  

 Work closely with parents/carers to talk with them about their child’s needs and listen 
to any ideas or concerns they might have;  

 Work with other professionals (if necessary) who may be able to help individual 
children, e.g. speech and language therapist/medical professional/educational 
psychologist/ occupational therapist.  

 
If a child’s needs are very complex and/or severe we may ask the Local Authority to carry 
out an Education, Health and Care Plan assessment:  
 

 This is a very detailed assessment of each child’s needs. Parents or carers, the 
school and a range of professionals will all be asked to provide written reports;  

 At the end of the assessment phase the Local Authority will consider these reports to 
help decide whether or not to issue an Education, Health and Care Plan for the child;  

 Parents/carers also have the right to ask the Local Authority to carry out this 
assessment although it is usually best if you can do this with the support of the 
school;  

 Education, Health and Care Assessment is only appropriate for a small number of 
children.  

 

The school SENDCo or the Dorset Special Educational Needs Information, Advice and 

Support Service (SENDIASS) will be able to advise you about this.  

 
How will the curriculum be matched to my child's needs?  

For every child in our school Quality First Teaching is the most important tool in ensuring 

that your child makes good progress; which is defined as, ‘what should be on offer for all 

children: the effective inclusion of all pupils in high-quality everyday personalised teaching 

taught by the classroom teacher’. 

 In class, each child’s teacher will be finding ways to support your child to achieve their 
learning targets, such as:  
 

 Changing the way activities are planned and delivered;  

 Matching activities to the ability/need of each child (differentiation);  

 Adapting learning materials such as equipment and activities to suit each child’s 
needs.  

 
In addition to Quality First Teaching of an exciting and creative curriculum, specific 
interventions may be used alongside to ensure your child’s key outcomes are met. These 
will be planned in discussion between school staff, your child and you as parents/carers. If 
you require more information on the interventions carried out please speak to your child’s 
class teacher or Mrs Trimmer, SENDCo.  
 



How will both you and I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to 
support my child's learning?  
 
As a minimum, class teachers will meet termly with parents and carers to review progress 
against the agreed outcomes. Parents of children with an EHCP are invited to attend annual 
review meetings and are formally asked for their views. 
 
Every class teacher provides a termly overview of the curriculum to support parents with 
home learning opportunities. Home/school liaison books are a useful way in which we 
develop communication for some children who perhaps need more support, and all children 
have reading diaries so that reading opportunities and progress can be shared between 
home and school. Additionally, all staff at Southill Primary School are very happy to meet to 
discuss specific concerns or ideas for supporting your child’s learning at home. We believe 
that education is a partnership between families and schools, and that children thrive when 
an open, constructive and honest relationship between us fosters lifelong learning. 
 
What support will there be for my child's overall wellbeing?  
 
We are a Rights Respecting School which is something we hold as a core philosophy in all 
that we do. All pupils contribute to reviews through questionnaires and discussions with their 
teacher about targets and progress, enabling them to have a voice. 
 
Pupils are invited to attend annual reviews, Team around the Child meetings where 
appropriate and children’s views are regularly sought through school and class council 
meetings.  
 
As part of our curriculum offer to all pupils, we build upon the good practice in the Social and 
Emotional Aspects of Learning (JIGSAW) materials. We have two trained ELSAs (Emotional 
Literacy Support Assistant); ELSA intervention is available for children across the school and 
children are usually referred by the class teacher. Such support could be on-going and in 
collaboration with other professionals (for example following a bereavement or a family 
separation) or short term (for example to support with a change in friendship groups or 
settling into a new class). It could be to give key strategies to develop anger management 
skills or as an opportunity for a very quiet child to ‘find his/her voice’. If you feel that your 
child would benefit from support such as this, please do come and talk to either their teacher 
or Mrs Trimmer, our SENDCO.  
 
We also run a Breakfast Club for pupils by invitation, run by a member of staff (who is also 
one of our ELSA’s) which allow the children the opportunity to develop social skills with adult 
support and be better prepared for the school day. 
 
What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by your setting?  
 
Throughout the school year the following external agencies can be called upon to support 
SEN pupils in our school:  

 Occupational Therapy;  

 Physiotherapy;  

 Educational Psychologist (EP);  

 Speech and Language Therapist (SALT);  

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS);  

 Locality Worker;  

 Surestart/Children’s Centres staff;  

 Behaviour Support Service (BSS);  

 Parent partnership support service;  

 Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS);  

 School doctor or nurse;  

 Hearing/Vision Support Teacher Service (HVSS);  

 Specialist Specific Learning Difficulties teaching and assessment;  

 Bereavement Counsellors from specific charities or hospices.  



 
How will my child be included in activities outside the setting including trips out?  
 
All children are fully included in all aspects of school life. For school trips etc., we will discuss 
special adaptations and resources needed to enable individuals to access the visit.  
 
How accessible is the environment?  
 
Our school currently has two dedicated disabled parking bays in our car park and is 
accessible to children with physical disabilities via ramps from external doorways. There are 
also two lifts at two sets of stairs allowing access into the main hall. There are disabled toilet 
facilities in each of the three teaching areas. 
 
How will the setting prepare and support my child moving to the next stage of 
education/life? How will you increase their independence?  
 
Transition is a part of life for all learners. This can be transition to a new class in school, 
having a new teacher, or moving on to another school. Southill Primary School is committed 
to working in partnership with children, families and other providers to ensure positive 
transitions occur. Planning for transition is a part of our provision for all learners with SEND. 
Moving classes will be discussed with you and your child at their summer term review 
meeting. Transition to secondary schools will be discussed in the summer term of their Year 
6, to ensure time for planning and preparation. Personalised support will:  

 be put in place as fits the needs of the child. Techniques such as photographs of the 
new staff who will be in the next year group;  

 working with TA support; ELSA support groups; social skills groups; team building 
games can ease transition anxieties. We believe that putting such actions into place 
– as early as possible – aids a smoother and happier transition.  

 Liaison with Secondary School Partners - Strong links exist with our partner 
secondary schools. Close liaison takes place to ensure accurate and efficient transfer 
of records and information to minimize the disruption of support levels for pupils 
transferring to the secondary sector. Separate transition arrangements and induction 
visits are set up for SEND pupils where required.  

 Through our graduated approach and our ‘assess, plan, do, review’ model of working 
we ensure that independence is fostered alongside the need for additional support. 
For example, if a child needs help with writing for different purposes, intervention 
may include additional opportunities for shared writing, or rehearsing a particular text 
type with adult support, and the use of writing frames that then enable him/her to 
write independently by scaffolding their learning. In 2016-2017, there was a focus on 
our School Development Plan for Talk for Writing, this work is ongoing. 

 
How are the settings/school/college resources allocated and matched to children's 
Special Educational Needs?  
 
Our Reception class has 1 one full time TA; all other classes have TA support every morning 
and at least 2 afternoons per week. A number of TAs are qualified in delivering specific 
Wave 2 and Wave 3 interventions relevant to their year group/key stage that they work in  
and the decision of when delivery of them takes place is decided by the class teacher and 
with consultation of the SENDCO. 
 

 Support is allocated on a needs-led basis. This may be to support individual children 
or small groups within a class, or it may be to provide 1:1 or small group provision 
outside of the curriculum for all, addressing desired outcomes identified between 
teacher, parents/carers and the child him/herself. 1:1 TA support may be allocated 
for learning time or to support social and/or physical needs at play/lunchtimes for 
those children with a statement or Education, Health and Care Plan.  
 

 The purchase of resources specifically for children with SEND is needs-led and in 
line with the budgetary policy of the school. Resources range from sloping writing 



boards, coloured overlays, reading schemes to ICT equipment and software and hoki 
stools.  

 
How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will 
receive?  
 
At Southill Primary School we use a graduated approach, in line with the SEND Code of 
Practice 2014, to identify challenging yet supportive outcomes for our children. Our ‘assess, 
plan, do, review’ model of working means that assessment of educational needs directly 
involves the learner, their parents/carer and of course their teacher. At all stages of your 
child’s education we will ensure you are kept fully informed about their progress both 
academically and socially. However, should any one of us (class teachers, support staff, 
parents/carers and the learner themselves) notice a difficulty with learning we will discuss 
your child’s strengths and areas of difficulties together, and agree upon the outcomes we 
would all like to see as a result of any interventions. From this we will then agree which 
interventions are best suited and what role we can all play in the intervention. We will agree 
the next steps together and set a review date so that we can be sure of the timescale in 
which we expect to make a difference as a result of the intervention. For all children it is 
about ensuring Quality First Teaching is then reinforced by personal, appropriate 
interventions and support which enables the agreed outcomes to be met. Interventions are 
closely monitored by class teachers, the Senior Leadership Team and the SENDCO to 
ensure they are matching pupils’ needs and making a positive impact.  
 
How can I be involved?  
 
On a day to day level, parents/carers are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s 
learning, both through their child’s specific outcomes and interventions and through the 
curriculum. Home learning activities are a great way for you to help us support your child. 
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