The Queen of the Cats.
By Molly O’Beirne

Once upon a time, there was a poor pet shop worker called Ruby. Once a week, she would go out to look for stray animals for the pet shop. She would look around the town trying to find any. The ones she found she would take back to the pet shop for people to buy and keep as pets. Although she desperately wanted a pet, she was not allowed to keep any. 

One day, Ruby found a strangely fluffy cat with glittering eyes. It had soft black and white fur, glittering diamond purple eyes and a gold crown with shimmering red rubies on the tips. It was so beautiful and strange, she just stared at it but left it alone. It looked so kind and friendly. She stroked it. 

As soon as she touched the soft black fur, it spoke. “Ruby, you have saved so many pets and the queen of the cats so I will give you one wish. When the sun is high in the sky, come and speak to me” and it disappeared.

That morning, Ruby thought and thought. She could not decide what to wish for. Her family needed money but there were other things that they needed as well. She could not decide. They needed money for a house, food and more clothes but her and her family also wanted a pet. She could not decide.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Suddenly, she thought what to wish for! She rushed out of the house and to the place she met the cat. The sun was high in the sky and there was the Queen of the cats, waiting for her. “What is your wish Ruby?” “I wish I had lots and lots of money so I can buy a house full of pets, food and more clothes and an expensive necklace made of real gold with a real ruby so that me and my family are not poor.” she shouted. There was silence, the cat disappeared and she heard the voices of her family cheering and cats purring. 
